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Jose E. Vasquez

JAN 13, 1937 - MAR 17, 2018

W ESLACO - Jose E. Vasquez, 81, passed away on Saturday, March 17, 2018 at
Valley Baptist Medical Center in Harlingen. Jose was born on January 13th,
1937 to Jose A and Eva L Vasquez in Richmond Springs, Texas. He graduated high
school in San Benito, Texas in 1955. After graduation, Jose joined to US Army, Special
Forces and this became his career.

He was awarded the bronze star with "V" for Valor, Combat Infantryman Badge, several
Expeditionary Medals, Air Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Gold Star, Vietnam
Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, 3 overseas bars, Vietnam parachute badge and honor
medals, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medals (Korea); Joint Services Commendation Medals. He

was a hero to many that included his closest friends and family.

After retiring from the US Army in the 70's, Joe worked as a contractor for Vinnell Corp
Engineering in Saudia Arabia for eighteen years. He then moved to Egypt, where he worked for
their sister company, Seavin Coproration for several more years. He loved working and teaching
more than anything and that brought him the most joy.

After retiring, he moved back to his humble beginnings in the Rio Grande Valley with his wife,
Howaida. They enjoyed twenty three years of marriage. Joe loved tinkering in his garage,
rebuilding lawn mowers, trucks, and cushman motorcycles. He also loved taking apart computers
and rebuilding them.

Joe will mostly be remembered by his cherished friends for his commitment to the comrade of
their friendships and the strong bond they had in service to our country and shared work ethic.
He had friends all over the world never allowed his friendships to be broken by distance. He loved
his mother and the military equally. The bond he had with both of these loves could be summed
up in boxes of mementos, letters and drawings during his years away from home.
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He loved being a practical joker and his humor is something his grandchildren will miss and
remember about their "Grampa Texas". There will be a memorial service with military honors
held at a later date.
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Paul Shepanek posted:

To Howada and the entire Vasquez family: My deepest sympathy, thoughts, and prayers at this
difficult time; may the memories and rays of sunshine provide you with strength love and
peace.\nJoe: Restin Peace my friend. God has now taken away your demons and you are with
your comrades gone before. You will be missed more than words can express. During my days at
Vinnell you were a great mentor, an inspiration, and friend. | was privileged to have known you
and worked under your supervision. May your canopies always be full, the Drop Zone soft and the
coffee strong. My profound condolences to yourloved ones left behind; you were called too
early.\nAIRBORNE ALL THE WAY SIR !

April 7 at 7:21PM
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Richard Morrison posted:

A true friend that I have known for betterthan 30 years. Thank you forthe memories from Saudi
and Egypt, | will miss you my friend. May you rest in piece and may God comfort your loving wife
during this difficult time.

March 21at 2:56 PM

@ Richard Morrison posted:

Atrue friend that | have known for better than 30 years. Thank you forthe memories from Saudi
and Egypt, | will miss you my friend. May you rest in piece and may God comfort your loving wife
during this difficult time.

March 21at 2:56 PM

Richard Morrison posted:

A true friend that I have known for betterthan 30 years. Thank you forthe memories from Saudi
and Egypt, | will miss you my friend. May you rest in piece and may God comfort your loving wife
during this difficult time.

March 21at 2:56 AM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Y

Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Jose by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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